CINIVERSITY
reEnNAGA

NASTONAL v

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING

Date
Title

7

Publication

Page

13 March 2016

Diploma or foundation studies?

New Sunday Times

5

Diploma or foundation studies?

PRE-UNIVERSITY cHOICES: Decision time for Form Five school-leavers

0.C.YEOH
ocyech@nstoom.my

HESE days, those who wish 1o

further their studies after 5ijil

Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) will
have no lack of options.

This week, we look at diploma
coursesand foundation programmes
available inour tertiary Institutions,

Foundation programmes, which
are generally one year, are more of a
background to a degree course that
the student has interest in,

Tertiary institutions each have
its own foundation programmes
tailored for their students.

Students who have yet to decide
on what to specialise in will find
that the foundation year is useful
preparation for the main degree
programume they will be undertak-
ing after that.

During this year, they will be
exposed to a range of subjects includ-
ingsome not directly related to their
area of interest but will give some
ideas on the possible future options.

Dr Sarvinder Kaur 3andhu, head
— School of Foundation at Asia
Pacific University of Technology &
Innowvation (APU). said that the APU
Foundation programme is designed
o prepare those with SPMJO levels or
eguivalent qualifications to develop
the skills and knowledge to progress
into the first year of their degree of
choloe with APU,

“Recognising that students may
not have made a firm declsion on
which degree to pursue after leay-
ing school, academic seafl of APU's
Sehool of Foundation Studies are
always on hand to advise students
onthelroptions, and the routes that
best suit the students’ interests and
ahilities,” she said.

“All this is to ensure that stu-
dents are in the best position to
make informed decisionsabout their
future careers, and are then able to
confidently pursue their degree of
choice.”

Azam Smajic, from Universiti
Tun Abdul Razak (Unirazak), said
he underwent a Foundation Year
in Humanities and Social Sciences

before proceeding to his BA in Gov-

ernment and Public Policy degree
COUrse,

Azam said he chose to do the
foundation because it included sub-
jects such as psychology and sociol-
ogy which he was interested in.

Diploma courses are for students
wha already know what they want to
study and are subject-specific,

The duration of adiplomacourse
is generally between two and three
VEars.

Diploma students can start work-
ing afver they complete their stud-
ies, or go on to a degree course with
EXEmprions.

Sarvinder said that diploma pro-
grammes are fecused on specific
areas of study and are designed flor
those who have already chosen their
academic and career pathways,

"The diploma programme cot-
tent Is aimed ar providing students
with practical and technical skills,
and provides tremendous epportuni-
ties for students to enver the world of
employment in their chosen fields as
entry-level professionals,” she said.

Both routes are therefore equally
good In thelr own way.

The duration to achieving a
degree is almost the same, with the
diploma route being only slightly
longer,

Sarvinder said that students who
are unsure of their future careers
would find that the APU Founda-
tion programme provides greater
flexibility with wider opportunities
for degree study.

“Compared to the diploma, the
foundation programme is more
sultable for students who have yet
to decide on their study and career
pathways, and who wish to explore
different areas before they com-
mit on their choice of degree pro-
gramme,” she sald.

To Universiti Tenaga Nasional
(UNITEMN) lecturer Evelyn Yeap Ewe
Lin, undertaking a diploma course
lg a good option as students get o

transfer their credits should they
doa degree course later,

“There will be subjects that they
do not need to take again in their
degree, which will reduce the dura-
tion of thelr degree course,” she said,

Yeapadied that in order to gradu-
ate with their diploma, stwdents are
given final-year projects and also
have to go for industrial training,

"ATUNITEMN, we conduct internal
training for soft skills. This means
that diploma grads are ready (o eriter
the working world immediately after
their studies,” said Yeap.

“The fee to enral in a diploma
course is also cheaper, although
UNITEN does provide financial

assistance as well.”

Samantha Wong Mel Ling. a
Diploma in Computer Science stu-
dent at UNITEN, said she chose
this route because “after that, I get
o decide whether to continue my
studies or enter the workplace,

"Students who do not have
encugh money to continue their
studies can always work first."

Wwong added thag for students
whachoose to go on with the degree
course, the entire duration may be
longer but will be less intensive.

Ahmed Yaman Nazeem, astudent
from the Maldives, said that while
doing his Diploma in Accountancy
course at KDU University College,
he received holistic education in and
ourside of the classroom.

"l even gained insight into how
businesses work here," he said.

Dr Teh Lah Hoong from SME
{P) Srl Aman said that her school's
Counselling Unit provides the latest
information on post-SPM choices to
its students,

“Students who have the financial
means but are undecided on their
sareer future wsually opt for foun-
dation programmes which provides
them fexibility in options,” she said

“However, those who have decid-
ed on their career paths will usually
opt for diploma courses,”
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