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Bigger steps for .
-education through ETP

and Education I in public and private
Cluster”. The ministry, togetherwith hospitals. This had led to the estab-

MAJOR GOALS: Higher Education Ministry director-general Prof

Datuk Dr Rujhan Mustafa shares with Aisyah Sulaiman measures
taken by the ministry to take the nation's education system to a
higher level through the Economic Transformation Programme (ETP)

Question: The Ministry of High- = education system by integrating the
er has been standards of learning
tasked with g the coun-  intoour Thebest |
try’s education level viathe ETP. = partis, those interested donothave
‘What are the being car- 80 inordertoobtainthe
ried out to help realise this? knowledge and experience. It also |

Answer: Along with the appoint-
ment of MOHE in 2010 as the torch-
bearer to take the country’s educa-

tion to the next level through the |
ETP, eight Entry Point Projects -
(EPPs) have been rolled out, with |

their progress closely monitored to
ensure total success. The first, “EPP6
Distance

means a huge cut in cost, all with
the same outcome of learning.

Question: How has the public i

responded to the project?
Answer: The support has been real-

ly positive. When the project first
commenced in 2011, the number of
who enrolled in distance

Learning”, focuses on facilitating |

the creation of a leading regional '

distance learning provider in Asia.
Its h

¥

of the Asia e-University, which was i

as the main g y
for distance learning. Besides, the

learning courses was 1,497. Howev-
er, a year later, it shot up to 4,538,
an increase of more than 300 per
cent. This served as evidence of the
public’s acceptance of this project,

. and as a motivation for us to push

Malaysia Education Online web- |

site, www.medo.my, offers 25 dif-
ferent p fl the

forward. In this regard, weareplan- |
ning for the Malaysian education |

online this year to encourage more
by public

collaborations between AeU and
various other institutions such as
DLC Worldwide (UK), Islamic Bank-

and private universitiesby offering

awider range of programmes, from
undergraduate to doctoral level.

Bank Negara and the International |
Islamic University (ITUM), hasestab- |
lished a new discipline cluster which E
focuses on designing curriculum |
for all areas under Islamic banking |

lishment of teaching hospitals such

as Masterskill University College

of Health Sciences and Sime Darby

Healthcare Educational Group. We

are now adding another focusﬂ
e

and finance. prog:
has been made, with the number of

| studentsenrolled in the course hav-

ing increased from 6,000 in 2011 to

| 7,801in2012. Based on the appealing
| figures, we are taking the next step
| byenrolling 3,500 international stu- |

lents, a

t

in the discipline to cater to the bi
medical devices industry. By doinf
all this, we hope graduates coulf
help us achieve the ultimate g

of this project — to provide bett
access to medical treatment with'
the of more medical

slamic finance and business curric-
ulum and undertaking a concerted

| marketing campaign to expand this
| curriculum beyond our shores.
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Q There'
development in the health sci-

few years, with the emergence of
many big names in the sector.
Does MOHE play a part in this?

Answer: Of course. The develop-
ment of the sector is actually the
objective of our third project —
“Building a Health Sciences Educa-
tion Discipline Cluster” under EPPS.
Toachieve this, we've initiated part-
nerships between anchor institu-
tions from the education sector and
theallied health industry to address
the shortage of healthcare profes-
sionals in Southeast Asia. In 2011,

centres instead of relying solely on
existing government hospitals.

Question: What has been
done under the fourth project
EPP#9)

( )?

Answer: The fourth project under
EPP9is “Building an Advanced Engi-
neering, Science and Innovation
Discipline Cluster”, This particular
project serves to enhance scientific

between

industry and investors. To achieve
this, memoranda of understanding
(MoUs) have been signed between

Technology Park Malaysi;
ultim
a University 0 collaborate:

in areas related to this project. The
idea is to connect innovative efforts
by the academic world with the mar-

1 a framework was ped to set

ket (L

ing and Finance
(IBFIM) and Universiti Utara Malay-
sia (UUM). By expanding the coun-

Besides P we
arealso lookingat effortsto increase
the number of joint efforts with

try's inter; learn-
ing, we would enhance the country’s

inter educa-
tion partners.

). One success is

How about the second ' up the Malaysia Centre for Clinical = the collaboration agreement signed
project? What goal does itaimto | Attachment and Placement (MyC- = between TPM, UNITEN and UNI10
achieve? CAP), whichaimstoserveasanallo- = Energy Sdn Bhd in October 2011 for
A The second project under | cation mechanism for publicand pri- | the Waste Cooking Oil Biodiesel
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boost the electronics and electrical
sector.

Question: Are there any other
mﬁymhmn

tion of its under ETP?
Answer: Yes. MOHE is gearing up
with

partnering with vocational and
community institutions to offer

from business opportunities that
tourism initiates.

Question: Are there any other

Th Y
interest from foreign investors to
. develop the country into an inter-
| national education hub. The sixth
: project under EPP11, the estab-
' lishment of the 142&(; campus at
d r

has already brought big names into
the country, such as the Newcas-
tle
Soulhampton and Reading Uni-
versity as well as the Netherlands
Maritime Institute of Technology.

roduct commercialisation of |
| as part of the nation’seffort
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Historically, Malaysia has sent its ' International’ Education Brand”. | -up investments for | a project specilk:ally des!ped m * this sector. KDU has been spear-
students abroad for their educa- 3 the second to fifth year could reach | explore a field heading the project by being the
tion. But moving forward, it is now as high as RM200 million. And that fore mn_nedlunon first learning institution
preparingtochange that position by isonlybnheembhshmnofm,j. sector —game development. Under : to offer this course. Thanks to
becoming the hub of its own region, © asit - “our eighth project, which is placed © the help from involved parties,
that would draw in thousands of stu- * ing the institutions, construction under EPP1S, we' veesuhlislud lhe . we're moving closer to the objec-
dents from across Southeast Asiato : of and human lon: So we have a ive . “Game Devel © tive. If we could realise the goal
its foreign When it i lop j Cluster™. It brings together educa- : of this project, Malaysia in the
universities to set up overseas cam- | the initial investment in settingup = ment and strong interest from . tional institutions, industry play- . future could emulate the steps
puses is yet another initiative under | abranch campusin would What are = ers, regulators, associations and ° of countries known as leaders in
. the seventh project under EPP12, | be RM20 million while the opera- mmhmw i the govi for the p of | this within Asia, such

: which is “Championing Malaysia’s

tional costs could go up to RM100 *

talent for

! asJapan.




