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Breaking the communications
boundaries — the Gobind wa

The minister has mooted

for Internet access to be
ised as @ human

right in the country

by P PREM KUMAR &
ALIFAH ZAINUDDIN

CHANGE does not come easy, and
often, it takes time. The US

Barack Obama as its first African
American chief executive in 2008, two
centuries after its first ever president
took office. -

And while Canada has
itself as a Mﬁmdd:ﬂgﬂm
wasn't until Pierre Trudeay —
ﬁnnammmwwmmm
Justin Trudeau — Pierre De
Band, an Arab Canadian, to the Cabi-
net in 1978 that the country had a “vi-

sible minority” as a federal mini

In Malaysia, such change took place
on May 9 this year. After 61 years of
country decided to give Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad-led Pakatan

wall
the chairman of DAP

component party of the Pakatan.
Harapan coalition,
Now charting new territories of his
own, Gobind, a father of three chil-
e dio

Harapan an unexpected landslid
victory.
The decisive win by the nonagena-

rlan set the tone for a new Malaysia
that has since made “change” as its

dren,
witniess the historic shift in the coun-
try’s political landscape.

“I'miss him,” he admitted. “There
is no one like him. He was my father,

mantra agreat mentor and a friend.”
Maving at an urgent pace, the newly 1 on the wall behind his
elected government has pledged to deesk is a hand-painted pic-

ctadu:m mMm improve liveli- tnrro(l(lrpui in a wooden frame.
m'klmedwmmk mmlﬂmle‘l!mgusmgx
riw he was sﬂw
mcm'bcr n! this journey is G‘bhd said of the
M %h Despite his hllﬁ%m his.
as the new

llunla ln lhe Tl;ﬂ ui ju.-!ulmg wha  cations and multimedia minister

raised him. has received tremendous

Gobind made history when he
henmﬂ;rmﬂkhfeﬂeulnm&
third country in the world, after India
and Canada to hove Sikhs as ministers.

“I consider myself as one of the
lucky ones, and that means the expec-
uu’:smva high. But | am pre-

to give my everything to
r:dmhstlhlsw Gohu:s “T
an hour-long interview with ‘ﬂu
Reserve.

Miluysian
Tash:dwhhlll!

from Malaysians, upmcl-llyplm
Sikh community.

The Future of
With the Internet being ul at the
‘heart of a future global digital eco-
nomy, Mnhyu{ahasmmﬂmil
has the necessary infrastructure to
conniect digitally at levels that are on
par with the rest of the workd.

In urban China, cash has bemmc

folio. the 45

and mult
old politician is paving the nation's
way forward through nationwide
access to high-speed Internet, with
m of mnletng it a constitutional

From to Cabinet
At his the top floor of the
re and M 4

Migistry in Putrajaya, Gobind nar-
rated his “surreal” experience of
walking into the Cabinet meeting
room for the first time.
“I'd m':r been to the PM's Office
bor il
E::KM w!m I didn’t know

When he did find his way eventu-
ally and sat in the Cabinet meeting, the
practicing lawyer of 22 years realised
the massive responsibility at hand.

‘l'h:whnk country is relying on a

e to make the right

decmswhlc will take this country
forward. That, to me, indicates that

in 2008 amid a major swing towards
the inSelangoe.

H since kept his seat as
Pucl : MP for three consecutive
terms, winning the May 9 election by
a thumping 47,635 mjunly?a
Gerakan's Ang Chin Tat and PAS'
Mohamad Rosharizan Mohd Rozlan,
Gobind, known among the Sikhs as
e

1 a
!ignminl!whrglpugls'mlmm
Jast served as the chairman of DAP.

Following the footsteps of their

father, Gobind and three of his sib-

ntment, so the first

hrnendy
mrylhtng. Even blulms on the
streets have QR (quick response)
codes for passers-by to transfer tips.
City dwellers in Malaysia are still
far from being as tech savvy as their
counterparts in Beijing, but the nation
is working towards that direction. It

has to — and this is where Gobind's:

ministry comes in.
"This is a very chal portio-
deals with the future of
isnot a ministry that
3

o that reall

deals with the

“It deals quite substantially in
determining the direction of the
country in the years to come and Tam
very committed bo it,” he said.

He beljeves the face of the economy
will see significant in under
hﬂ’w wears as a diregt result of the

termnet.

“If we Malaysians do not have
access to the Internet, then a lot of us
will nat be able to keep up with the
HT.mmmmmm
will be a big forus”

Gobind med for Internet
access o be recognised as a funda-
mental human right in lltrmmy in
turn. He compares the legal entitle-
ment as equal to the people’s right to
education.

“We have come to the next phase
which s really about the Internet. We
rmd. .lo.hwe access to |n|‘ormﬂnn
rnleIM.ld\'anlqy Gobind said.

“In order to have the Internet,
especially in rural areas, we need
infrastructure.”

G to the Grid
mm Harapan government

“twice the speed, half the cost”,

The previous BN government
under ousted former PM Datuk Seri
Mohd Najib Razak had also commit-
ted 1o the same pledge a year ago via

“the Nationwide Fiberisation Plan

(2017-2019). The blueprint aimed to

to be taking a more equable approach
Iuﬂd-l‘!:ﬁl-'mlnn. K
He denied that the issue was
viewed with less concern under his
ministry and said the priority was o
services.

i
5; that involves dealing with
Jiog and iyt o

¥
rastructure.

However, it hit a snag earlier this
year over disagreements on who
should be awarded a sizeable incen-
tive to fiind last-mile fiberisation tar-
geted mainly in rural areas.

It was last reported that Broadnet

E:m;lmm,mllmm" that will
a ]
"Bf;h:gohnnkowsaydau
y or not, we will have to
Mﬂwhﬂthmlnmamﬂ
there are other telos that can do the
same or bt'llu.lthr:g.w -l.hlﬂllll.i

Networks Sdn Bhd, a rel
dnrmnm compan with the backing

tle names, had been
nlllrd to receive the RMLS billion
incentive.

However, in what has been per-
ceived as a counter-attack, Telekom
Malaysia Bhd (TM) and Tenaga
Nasional Bhd (TNB) have teamed up
o the national broadband

a
The national utilities company is
banking on the plan to monetise its
fibres network,
which runs along its

In the case of TM, while the national
service provider is listed on Bursa
Malaysia, government-related entitics
hold the majority of its shares.

Data on Bloombery showed the gov-
ernment’s ownership in TM stood at
S9.08%, with sovereign wealth fund
Khazanah Nasional Bhd as a major
shareholder with 26.2%. The
yee's Provident Fund trails behind
with a ingg of 18.1%.

In addition to that, the Finance

Mlmslqr ll.w owns a "special share”
lllwﬂvm

occur, it was me who tweeted about
it almost immediately? Do you not

_ find it strange that the minister him-

self has to tweet about it when it first

“The question is, is this agency
(Ml:mﬁimk\&nurg with the

'n\eanmns‘Nn‘, Gobind said
Ermjy He viewed the attacks as a
serious national concern and has told

the MCMC 1 buck up.

“People hear that there is a prob-
Jem, and we read about there
Invudmbutaﬂ:rﬂy
15 no follow up, This is the problem,”
(hbtndslid.aédlm&ulluwﬂlmll
for a separate press conference on
mMmmﬂelnllmpoﬂ

is completed.

In the meantime, the ministry is said
o be reviewing a 1o have a
national firewall plan to address

threats in Malaysia.

“Various options have been put
forth, but the firewall solution is
something we are looking at. In doing
#0, we also have to make sure there
are no external canses. l.nvolmik\the
problem,” the minister confirmed.

“ew Regulations to Combat
Fuke News
Gaobind reaffirmed Pakatan Hara-
pan’s commitment to repeal the con-
tentious Anti-Fake News Act 2018,

He said the government will also
review laws such as the Sedition Act
1948, the Printing Presses and Publi-
cations Act 1984, the Penal Code and
others that deal with fake news,

He said the “Act will be repealed
ancd it will not be replaced as it is™

Instead, the government will intro-
duce new forms of regulations that
deal with the growing fake news

Gobind, however, did not disclose
whether the new regulations will be
in the form of new law or amend-

“Currently, there are already laws
in existence which can deal with it
That is the reason why I am quite

lines. TNB's network has not been put

to commercial use and ks mainly uti-

lised for its internal systems. A deal

with TNB is scen as a major catalyst to

achieve better and cheaper broad-
connectivi

« band

wau.wi.gll’akalin" pan

ensure T™’s mapr decisions are in
line with state policies.

“Personally, T would advocate
against monopglies simply because |
would rather i

encourage competition.
“With competition, you will see
sl ; i e

attempt to disband ind
mmmnu )

F terms
in prices and costs wherever possible.
In lddium,‘)w will see efforts to

will have to weigh the options at b
“The advantages exist with TNB,
but there is the question of who TNB
will work with and whether or not
we want b encourage ‘menopoly’, so

quality.

“On the other hand, there s this old
argument where some areas can only
be given to TM due to their expertise.
Thus, they should carry DI! as l||2

b speak, or we want to B

, | think we will be par-
ticular when it comes to competitive
pricing, as well as the quality of ser-
ices provided,” be said.

mdowmidnn(npmhm the ten-
panies is the need to lay new fibre-op-
tic cables underground and that has
seen redd tapes at the state level.

“If they want to lay the fibres, they
have to deal with the states. Some
haw complained there are a lot of

n.,r&..,"““‘u‘?"‘ Innﬂ:hk:

cables al n

?:‘.mnndrrlhcpl‘:%mdmwuf

the states, so they have their own’

regulation,” Gobind said.

He plans to meet with state repre-
sentatives individually to request for
bureaucratic ease on the project. How-
ever, no timeline was given.

A Question of

The question on whether fo
fight against industey

we are Imkm; at all these M;h‘s."
Gobind said.

The Ineffectiveness of MCMC

Another area the minister will look

into is the various agencies — some

nllhbinmdwodio:: — under the
al

Ministry.

With the national debt tallied at

RM! trillion, cost-cutting decisions

are made with almost immediate

effect across all ministries and gov-
i tivs.

The government has so far abo-
lished the Special Affairs Depart-
ment, W’h:’]l (nmiundc: Gobind's
ministry, due to ‘s irrele-
ark et ing NS reogee
wehicke.

Anather agency that is under close
watch is the Malaysian Communica-
tions and Multimedia Commission

(MCMC)
The industry regulatar has been
to Gobind, in

appﬂrlmhive no definitive answer
for the at the moment.

Uﬂiilf.e the Ministries of Health,

Mure and T which are

part of the recently established

C.lhinel committee that deals with

lings hold key positions within DAF a

ving broadt that are

¥ Gobind appears

dulms with various data breach and
cyber attacks in the country, inclu-
ding the BOTS (Interniet robot) attack
on polling day.
Within last month alone, three
rate data breaches were reported,
’?‘Ymmlim when these breaches.

with repealing it because
immmiwunwlm::%wmbe&w
for all afterwards.

“When we repeal it, we will fall
back to the laws that are present, and
then we will relook at the entire
thing to see how we can improve
them and put new provisions which
are consistent with. those in other

ies” he said.

New Govt, Veteran PM
It has been just over & month since
Gobind took affice on May 22, and he
said while the new government is fac-
ing various challenges, things have
generally gone well.

“There isa lot of mindsets that need
to change in every ministry and |
think that is the first hurdle we need

1o get past. But so far, | am settling in

quite well with everyone here.

“We are a new government and we
have our own
rities, and |

day, it is the people who come first
and we must deliver our promises,”
he said.

When asked about his opinion on
wuorking with Dr Mahathir, Gobind
said he finds it interesting to work
with the 92-year-old leader and testi-
fied to his qualities as a “good
administrator”.

cussions at Cabinet meetings. He is a
PM that allows his ministers to speak

'ﬂmmuﬂmwhnm
with some of his ideas and time wl
hedsugjm with our ideas, but he
gives full oppartunity for everyone lo
!pmknp and ulnmaﬂy itis a collec
Imdmﬂm made,” Gobind

‘I]hlsbemmdumkln&wlmﬂle
team.”
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